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UK Qualifications

• Ofqual, together with its partner regulators 
in Wales (DCELLS) and Northern Ireland 
(CCEA), is responsible for regulation of 
the Qualifications and Credit Framework 
(QCF)

– GCSE, A-Levels, Diploma, Apprenticeships

• QAA – The Framework for Higher 
Education Qualifications

– Degrees, PhDs



Equivalences



Level Examples of QCF qualifications

Entry

- Awards, Certificates, and 

Diplomas at entry level

- Foundation Learning at entry level

- Functional Skills at entry level

1

- BTEC Awards, Certificates, and 

Diplomas at level 1

- Functional Skills at level 1

- Foundation Learning Tier 

pathways

- NVQs at level 1

2

- BTEC Awards, Certificates, and 

Diplomas at level 2

- Functional Skills at level 2

- OCR Nationals

- NVQs at level 2

3

- BTEC Awards, Certificates, and 

Diplomas at level 3

- BTEC Nationals

- OCR Nationals

- NVQs at level 3

4

- BTEC Professional Diplomas 

Certificates and Awards

- HNCs

- NVQs at level 4

5

- HNDs

- BTEC Professional Diplomas, 

Certificates and Awards

- NVQs at level 5

6
- BTEC Advanced Professional 

Diplomas, Certificates and Awards

7
- BTEC Advanced Professional 

Diplomas, Certificates and Awards

8
- Award, Certificate and Diploma in 

strategic dire



A-Levels, AVCE, AS Levels



BTECs (NQF) 

31st Oct 2010 



Level 2:
• BTEC First Awards = 1 GCSE A*-C
• BTEC First Certificates = 2 GCSEs A*-C
• BTEC First Diplomas = 4 GCSEs A*-C

Level 3:
• BTEC National Subsidiary Awards = 1 AS Level
• BTEC National Awards = 1 A Level
• BTEC National Certificates = 2 A Levels
• BTEC National Diplomas = 3 A Levels

# working titles

Equivalences of BTEC Firsts and Nationals #



BTEC qualifications (QCF) (Suite of 

qualifications known as Nationals)



The Diploma

• Foundation Diploma - a level 1 qualification, 
equivalent to five GCSEs at grades D to G

• Higher Diploma - a level 2 qualification, 
equivalent to seven GCSEs at grades A* to C

• Advanced Diploma - a level 3 qualification 
for those over 16, The Advanced Diploma 
has a UCAS tariff equivalent to 3.5 A Levels, 
and at 'A' grade it attracts a possible 420 
points. The Progression Diploma has a 
UCAS tariff equivalent to 2.5 A Levels and at 
‘A’ grade attracts a possible 300 points. 



The Diploma



City & Guilds

• City & Guilds:

We accept City & Guilds 

Level 3 qualifications which

are equivalent to A-Levels.

They come in 3 different 

flavours

Award: 1 – 12 credits

Certificate: 13-36 credits

Diploma: 37+ credits



Access Courses

• Students taking access courses and the 
normal entry requirement is a good pass 
of an approved courses:

– Access to Higher Education

– Access to Computing

– Access to Maths

– Access to Science

– Access to Engineering 

• 60 credits with 45 credits at level 3



GNVQ

• Foundation and Intermediate are 

equivalent to GCSE.

• Advanced GNVQ are like A-Levels



Advance Entry



Example

• www.fssc.org.uk/qualification_map_v2.1.d

oc



Other Qualifications
Advanced Entry

• NCC (National Computer Centre)

– Diploma: Can go to Level 2 of BSc (Hons) Computing or BSc (Hons) Business Information Systems

– Advanced Diploma: Can go to Level 3 of BSc (Hons) Computing or BSc (Hons) Business Information 
Systems

• IMIS (Institute for the management of Information Systems)

– Diploma: Can go to Level 2 of BSc (Hons) Computing or BSc (Hons) Business Information Systems

– Higher  Diploma: Can go to Level 3 of BSc (Hons) Computing or BSc (Hons) Business Information Systems.

• ABE (Association of Business Executives)

– Parts 1 & 2 Diploma in Business Information Systems: Can go to Level 2 of BSc (Hons) Business 
Information Systems

– Advanced  Diploma: Can go to Level 3 of BSc (Hons) Computing or BSc (Hons) Business Information 
Systems

• BCS (British Computer Society)

– Certificate in IT: Can go to Level 2 of BSc (Hons) Computing or BSc (Hons) Business Information Systems

– Diploma in IT: Can go to Level 3 of BSc (Hons) Computing or BSc (Hons) Business Information Systems

– Professional Graduate Diploma in IT : Can go onto our MScs



Qualifications to look out for

• CLAIT, ECDL = These only check the 

students level in Office applications.

• New Beginnings 2 from UEL= This needs 

to be bundled with an additional 

qualification.


